THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

of allowing a Dewan to obtain such power, and the two
agreed that Amarji must be killed or imprisoned. Amarji
with his two brothers, Dullabhji and Govindji, were
thereupon seized and thrown into prison, while Jamadar
Salmin, who had been Amarji's firm friend since the day
when they attacked together the Arabs in the Uparkot
and so laid the foundation of their success, was murdered.
For five months the Dewan was kept in confinement, and
was eventually set free only on promising to pay a heavy
fine, for which his son Raghunathji was retained as a
hostage. On regaining his liberty Amarji went to Jetpur,
where he lived for some time in retirement.

But before many months had elapsed, Nawab Mahabat
Khan found he was unable to do without his capable
Minister. In A.D. 1774 Sheikh Mian of Mangrol again
began ravaging the country, and the Nawab himself
determined to take an army against his unruly neighbour.
But he was unable to effect his subjugation, and instead
began to suffer heavy losses while encamped about four-
teen miles from MangroL He therefore decided to recall
Amarji from Jetpur, and sent messages asking him to
resume the Dewanship. About the same time an envoy
from the Rao of Kachh arrived in Jetpur, who offered
Amarji the Dewanship of Kachh. But he accepted service
under his former master, and joined him before MangroL
Sheikh Mian now submitted, agreed to restore the property
he had plundered and to pay a fine, and finally to become
a vassal of Junagadh. Amarji now marched against the
Zamindar of Sutrapada, and compelled him to surrender
the fort and town, which became from that time a
Junagadh possession.

Scarcely had Sutrapada been reduced, when Meraman
Khawas, Dewan of Nawanagar, invited Amarji to co-
operate with him in an attack on Positra, the headquarters
of the pirates of Okhamandal (Dwarka). The depreda-
tions committed on the seas by these robbers had always
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